You Decide the Case #2

For this second You Decide the Case assignment you will choose a case from the 2011-2012 Supreme Court docket. You may only select one case for this assignment, i.e. you cannot choose to do the “Heath Care Law” you must select one of the three cases that deals with that particular issue. You will write a 3 page summary of this case, the expected paragraph structure is outlined below. You will need to make sure that you are being very detailed in your description of the background information your case. Assume that your reader knows very little about the case that you have selected. 
Assignment Due Date: May 11th, 2012

· Works Cited/Bibliography Page Due: April 27th, 2012

· Summary of the “Courts” decision Rough Draft Due: May 4th, 2012

· Paragraph summary of the logic you will use to decide the case
Directions 
In your report you will need to describe the following sections

· The main characters – defendant, plaintiff, and head supreme court justice
· This paragraph should be rather short. Identify the 3 individuals listed above and provide a brief introduction of the case
· Summary of the case leading up to the case going to the Supreme Court
· This portion should consist of several paragraphs

· These paragraphs should be very detailed. 

· Remember assume that your reader knows nothing about the case you’re writing about. Since your reader is not familiar with this case you will need to provide a detailed explanation of the case leading to the Supreme Court
· Your decision on the case – citing your reasoning for the decision 

· You MUST use quotations from the constitution or other important documents to support your decision of the case
· Other potential documents to use as references, The Federalist Papers, Case Briefs (submitted by each side of the case)

· If you do not use quotations and proper citations for those quotations then you will not receive a zero for this assignment
· When you copy another’s work and you don’t give them credit for that work, then it is plagiarism and you will receive a zero for this assignment. 

· Any citations should be in MLA or APA

· You will need to include a Bibliography or Works Cited page
· These citations need to be correctly formatted 

· See Ms. Mavis with any questions
· Failure to cite a source that you have directly copied information from will result in a zero for a grade.

Paper Specifications
· Typed

· Double spaced

· 12 pt font

· Times New Roman or Calibri
· Heading (with Case Title)

Grading Scale
	You Decide the Case

	Main Characters

	___/3 – 3 Main Characters listed

	___/3 – Identifies defendant, plaintiff, justice

	Summary of the Case

	___/10 Summary of events that occurred

	___/2 Complete Sentences 

	Case Decision

	___/5 States the Decision

	___/15 Explanation of decision

	___/2 Complete Sentences 

	Misc.

	___/3 Organization, following directions

	___/7 Appropriate use of citations or paraphrasing

	

	___/50 Grade

	             Deductions for late work

	___/50 Final Grade


Potential resources to assist you in finding information
http://www.reuters.com/supreme-court/2011-2012
http://www.supremecourt.gov/
http://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/year/2011.html
**This project is worth 50 points; any late assignments will receive 25% off the score for each day that the assignment is late.











