Pro/Con Debating the Presidency
1. If the President were to be chosen by Congress and not by popular vote which political system would it is most like?
2. What does the 12th amendment say?

3. Who decides how electors are chosen?

4. Who selects the President if no candidate receives 270 electoral votes?

5. What happened in the election of 1876, 1888, & 2000?

Pro

1. Why is the race for President more intense in some parts of the country and not others?
2. What is the Electoral College?

3. Why didn’t the framers allow the legislative branch to select the President?

4. Why was direct election of the President rejected by the framers?

5. Why didn’t the Electoral College function like the had framers intended it to?
6. What does the author mean by equality and transparency?

7. Why do you think the “wind went out of the reformers sails”?

8. What happens if no candidate receives a majority?
9. Why is this problematic?

Con

1. Why do you think the people were okay with the 2000 election results?

2. Why are campaigns geared towards some states over others?

3. According to the author which states were most often opposed to reform? Which states supported reform?

4. What is the effect of 3rd parties in the Electoral College?

5. If we got rid of the Electoral College what would happen, in terms of the number of candidates running for election?
6. How does the number of candidates running for election affect the outcome of the race? How would we determine a winner?
As a group create a Pro/Con Chart. You need to have at least three items for both sides. 

Homework: Should we keep, get rid of or change the Electoral College? This is an opinion piece but you must cite two pieces of information from the reading to support your opinion.

Grading:

____/5 Appropriate grammar and complete sentences

____/5 Author’s stance on the issue

____/10 Two pieces of information from the reading (cited – (Author page number)).

